
PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF GENERAL STUDIES

L366 - Power and Poverty in the Global Economy

Fall 2003

Professor S. Christoffersen




Professor S. Dinero
ChristoffersenS@PhilaU.edu




DineroS@PhilaU.edu

x2821, Gibbs Hall





x2608, Ravenhill 303

http://faculty.philau.edu/christoffersens
Course Description:
This sophomore level course fulfills one of the Social Science I requirements.  The course emphasizes the intersection between global political relations and global economics, and how the two together impact social relations worldwide.  Various complementary and competing political and economic perspectives (from capitalist to socialist) will be used to address recent trends in the development of a global economy, international trade, the formation of regional blocs such as NAFTA and the EU, and North-South political/economic relations.   

Pre-requisites:  Sophomore status
Method:

This course will be team-taught by an economist from the SBA and socail scientist from the SGS. Each lecture will be presented by one of the professors while the other professor joins the class, to comment, disagree, and contribute contending perspectives. 

Class projects will include selected case studies to analyze from various perspectives from each discipline. This will encourage you to think critically about issues and the impact of ideology on the analysis of the issues. Additional learning strategies will be used to invigorate the course while technology will be used in order to extend cooperative learning beyond the classroom. This will include web-based learning and research relevant to the class projects. This is intended to improve your "information literacy" and to introduce you to the use of academic databases, as well as the Internet.
Text:

Lairson & Skidmore (L&S) International Political Economy: The Struggle for Power and Wealth, Bedford, St. Martins Publishers. Third Edition, 2003.

Selected Readings and Activities to include, but not limited to:

Russell Roberts, The Choice, Prentice Hall, 2001 (on reserve at Gutman Library)
David C. Korten, When Corporations Rule the World.  Kumarian Press, 1995

Amin, Samir, The Political Economy of the Twentieth Century, Monthly Review, June 2000

Course Goals:   Upon completion of the course the student will be able to: 

1.
Apply basic economic and political concepts such as opportunity cost, diminishing returns, externalities, comparative advantage, class, democracy (political and economic), freedom, (negative and positive), privatization, structural adjustments, surplus value, and sustainable use.

2.
Describe the impact of neo-liberalism, trade and protectionism, especially the distributional effects.

3.
Apply basic economic models (ranging from an unrestricted world market to planned sustainable development), and describe how the choice of a model will impact one's conclusions.

4.
Discuss the evolution and purposes of international institutions such as the World Bank, IMF, WTO, MNC’s (including virtual corporations with ownership in one country and assembly in another), NGO’s and counter movements, e.g., in Seattle, Chiapas, Columbia and Kosovo. 

5.
Examine current political-economic perspectives and paradigms ranging from neo-liberal market capitalism, to sustainable-development socialism.

6.
Understand choices countries make based on their different ideologies, geographic location, economic resources, demographics and level of economic development, including issues such as the role of nationalism, cultures of poverty, religion and ethnic makeup.

7.
Understand the human and social costs of poverty in the developing world.

8.
Analyze the political-economic relations: North-South/Core-Periphery/ Developed-Developing.

9.
Explore the policy implications of trade and development models.

10. Use academic databases and the Internet, improving the students' "information literacy".

11. Understand the relationship between population/demographics of countries/regions, and the political-economic issues of the areas.

Class Schedule:







Dates:

Week 1&2:
Fundamentals of the course
-SC


8/27, 8/29, 










9/3, 9/5 

What is IPE?  






L&S
Chs. 1 

Roberts, Ch 1-4

L&S
Chs. 2  

Week 3:
Origins of the Global Economy
-SC



9/8, 9/10, 9/12 
The global economy leading up to WW II

L&S
pps. 38-61  

The development of the global economy, WWII - 1970s


L&S
pps. 63- 92  

Create Groups in Class  (9/8)
Week 4:
Globalization of the Economy Today -SC



9/15, 9/17 
What does today’s global economy look like?   


L&S  Ch. 5. 

Paper abstract (annotated)  due 9/15
Weeks 5&6:
International Trade

-SC 


9/19, 9/22, 

9/24 9/26 9/29



The role of trade in the global economy  





L&S  Chs. 6

Review








10/3
First Exam







10/6

Review exam







10/8

Week 7:  The role of the multinational corporation (MNCs)   -SD

10/10,10/13 


The multinational as both an economic and political agent.

10/15,10/17
L&S
Ch. 7, 11 

Paper abstract second draft due 10/15

Week 8:  Core-Periphery Development 
 -SD



10/20, 10/22
The creation and perpetuation of a Third World.  


L&S, Ch. 8 

Week 9:  Third World Trade and Development  - SD


10/24, 10/27 10/29 


The role of international trade in Third World development (and 


underdevelopment).

L&S
Ch. 9

Week 10:  Aid to the Third World  -SD/SC



11/3, 11/5 










11/7, 11/10


Bilateral and multilateral aid and relations in the development process.  

L&S, Ch. 10, 12

First draft of paper due (11/7)
Review








11/12
Second Exam 







11/14
Week 12:  The social costs of North-South relations  -SD


11/17, 11/19 












Environment, population, other social impacts.  

L&S,
Ch. 13  

Week 13:  The Soviet and post-Soviet eras  -SD  



11/21 













The role of the Soviet Union, its dissolution, and aftermath.  

L&S,
Ch. 14

Week 14:  Future Implications -SC




11/24
What might the global economy of the future look like?   

L&S, Ch. 15  

Week 15:  Student Group Project Presentations



11/26, 11/28, 










12/1, 12/3, 12/5
Week 16:  Course Synthesis





12/8
Final draft of paper due 12/8

Final Exam







During exam week

Grading:

Essay midterms (2)



25% each

Essay final




25%

Group project                                                  
25%

Participation, discussion and


 5% extra credit

short assignments

Appropriate grammar and clear expression are expected on writing assignments.  To achieve this end, please use a word-processing program to allow adequate editing.  Additional support is available from the Writing Center.  This requirement is not to be viewed as "fussiness" on the part of the professors but rather an effort to develop skills imperative for your future careers.  Thus we urge you to adhere to a "clear writing" policy.

Academic Honesty

Students are expected to follow the Philadelphia University Academic Integrity Policy, as adopted by the faculty December 18, 2001.  If you are unclear about the meaning of this policy, see one of the instructors.  All papers will be checked for plagiarism, which is a grounds for failure. Note that flagrant plagiarism will certainly result in failure of the course and can result in suspension from school.

L366 Power & Poverty Project Assignment

A.  Working in groups of 3, choose from one of the following topics. You will write a point/counterpoint paper on the topic.


Should the US continue the Trade Embargo of Cuba


Should the US continue the Trade Embargo of Myanmar


Trade is good, isn’t it? (substantiate with specific cases)


My Comparative Advantage depends on child labor, now what?



Should the World Trade Organization do more to promote environmental concerns


The World Bank should forgive Third World Debt, right?


The IMF should insist on structural reforms, right?

      
Is the IMF obsolete?



Hegemonic stability v. regional economic blocks


Global Tourism (numerous cases)    


Should the IMF bail out Argentina

9 Import Substitution is needed in Kyrgystan

10 Cuba demonstrates the success of sustainable development
11 Exploitation of the Developing world’s resources (seal industry, trophy hunting, oil) 
12 Other (any of a number of other project topics not listed here; must be approved by professors)

B.  Then follow the following schedule (Section points are out of 200 pts. total):

9/15
Submit 1 page proposal of paper topic, including 3-5 sources in annotated bibliography  (20 pts/200).

10/15
Submit refined 3-5 page proposal, including 5-8 sources in annotated bibliography and description of visual aid (see C below) (20 pts/200).

11/7
Submit first draft (completed as if it is a final version) of paper (50 pts/200).

12/8
Submit final 7-10 page paper (70 pts/200), 

accompanied by a presentation to the class (40 pts/200).
C.  In addition to the final paper, each group will create and hand in one of the following visual aids for use during their presentation:

a.
Poster

Role model a debate

b.
Power Point slides

c.
On-campus public relations tool (flyer, email, other) to inform faculty/students/ staff about the topic you researched.

d.
Other (numerous other possibilities not listed here).

Guidelines for writing papers in the School of General Studies

Note that papers (first and final drafts) must be properly researched using an adequate quantity and quality of evidence culled from academic texts, articles, and other publications.  The dictionary, encyclopedia, and notes from our lectures are not adequate sources for this assignment.  
The University has access to a variety of effective databases, and it is assumed that each student will utilize these facilities as appropriate for each written assignment.  Anyone unclear/unfamiliar with these databases should see us and/or the research librarians for assistance.  Information from the Internet is of course acceptable, but you must bring to my attention any questionable Web pages you plan to use prior to submitting papers for a grade.

Traditional endnotes and/or footnotes are not acceptable.  Instead, use citations for quotes or ideas, which are to be “imbedded” in the text like this => (author, date: page).  

For example:


The frustrations of joblessness, a sense of weakness in relation to the government (Billsom, 1990: 206), and other aspects of displacement may be played out violently by a Bedouin male upon those to whom he is closest.

NOTE:  Failing to cite direct quotes or ideas will be considered an act of plagiarism.  Any acts of plagiarism will result in an F for the assignment, and may lead to additional disciplinary action (see Phila U Academic Honesty Policy).  Failure to provide a bibliography for any drafts of the paper will also result in an F for the assignment.
An annotated bibliography is one that includes a sentence or two describing the relevance of the source with regard to the topic under consideration, i.e., “this book provides the historical context of the trade dispute”.

Papers must be clearly presented and well organized.  We expect you to spend time at the Learning Center working on this assignment.  

Lastly, papers must be well structured, grammatically correct, and spell-checked.  

Anyone who is unclear or uncertain about the expectations for writing an academic paper for SGS must see a professor as soon as possible.


