Syllabus

Organic Chemistry II (CHEM-202)
MWF 10:00 am – 10:50 am

Hayward 217
Spring 2010
Philadelphia University School of Science & Health
Professor: Dr. M. Milkevitch


       Office: 304 Search Hall

                   Office phone: (215) 951-2779


       Email:  milkevitchm@philau.edu

       Website:  http://faculty.philau.edu/milkevitchm
NOTE:  This syllabus is also available on my faculty website.
Office Hours:  Formal office hours are MWF 9 am – 10 am.  Otherwise, open door policy. Other hours are also available by appointment.
Required Text:  “Organic Chemistry” 7th ed, by L.G. Wade, Jr., Prentice Hall: New York, 2010.  Organic modeling set, ACEorganic (bundled).
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Chem 201-1, Organic Chemistry I. The focus this semester will be the synthesis, properties and reactivity of organic compounds.  Compounds focused upon will include alkyl halides, alkenes, alcohols, aromatics and carbonyl compounds. The course will be taught in a mechanistic fashion.

Course Objectives:
1) To understand nucleophilic substitution and elimination reactions of alkyl halides

2) To understand the structure, synthesis and reactions of alkenes

3) To understand the structure, synthesis and reactions of alcohols 

4) To understand the concepts or aromaticity and the structure of aromatic compounds 

5) To understand the reactions of aromatic compounds, to include heteroaromatics

5) To understand the structure and reactions of aldehydes & ketones
Exams and Grading:  

Exams (3 total)                                                           50%

Problem sets                                              

20%

Homework





10%

Final Exam (cumulative)                                           20%                                                                 







           100%

Grading Scale:  

A
>94%



D
59 – 68%

A‑
90 – 93% 


F
< 58%

B+
86 – 89%




B
83 – 85%

B-
79 – 82%

C+
76 – 78%

C
73 – 75%

C-
69 – 72%

Exam Dates:

Exam 1: Feb 12, 2010

     Chap 6-7
Exam 2: March 12, 2010
     Remaining chap 7, chapters 8, 10, portions of 11
Exam 3: April 28, 2010               Remaining chap 11, chapters 16, 17, portions of 18
Final Exam:  TBA                        Incl any remaining chap 18
Optional Weekly Recitation Session:  Each week, an optional recitation session will be held.  This session will be held outside of class, and will focus on problem solving.  Since this session is not formally a part of the class schedule, it is optional.  No credit will be given for attendance.  However, this is a valuable opportunity for students to ask questions, and it should be taken advantage of if your schedule allows.  The time for this session will be determined during the first week of the course. 
Homework (10% of final grade): Each week, approximately 2 homework assignments will be issued.  Typically, these assignments will be 1-5 questions on a handout.  This handout will be given out in class, and also available for download on the course website. Availability of the homework assignments will be announced in class.  Like the previous semester, these assignments will be graded only on effort, not on accuracy. The intention of these assignments is to assess your understanding of course concepts on a weekly basis, and also give you practice in solving organic chemistry problems.    

Important note:  Late homework will not be accepted for any reason.  If you cannot come to class and turn it in on time for whatever reason, arrange 1) to turn it in early, or 2) to have a classmate turn it in for you.

Problem sets (20% of final grade):  In addition to the homework, problem sets will be distributed during the course of the semester approximately every two weeks.  Typically, these problem sets will be from 10-30 problems. These assignments will be graded for accuracy. Problem sets are due 1 week from date at which they were originally assigned.  The due date will be listed on the assignment. Again, the intention of these assignments is to gauge student understanding of course concepts.

Additional Assignments:  Over the course of the semester, several additional assignments will be offered.  These assignments will be checked for accuracy but will not be graded.  The intention of these assignments is provide additional student practice with course material. The format of these assignments will be of various types.
Exams (50% of final grade):  There will be three 50 minute exams scheduled during this semester.  The format of these exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer and essay-type problems.  

Final Exam (20% of final grade):  A final exam is scheduled during exam week (TBA).  The format for the final will be exactly the same as the hour exams.  The final exam is cumulative, however the main emphasis will on material presented in the latter half (from test 2 onward) of the semester.  
No-Penalty Final Exam:  At the end of the semester, your grade in the course will be calculated according to a “modified grade breakdown” (10% homework, 20% problem sets, 70% exams).  If you are satisfied with the grade calculated with this modified breakdown, you may elect not to take the final exam and you grade will be that calculated using the modified breakdown.  However, if you are unsatisfied with this grade and wish to attempt to improve it, you can take the final exam.  If you choose to do this, your final grade will be calculated according to the grade breakdown shown earlier in this syllabus (not the “modified” grade breakdown).  If this final grade is higher than that calculated with the “modified grade breakdown,” then you will receive this higher grade.  If it is not higher, you will receive the grade as calculated with the “modified grade breakdown.”  In summary, you will receive the higher grade, whichever method it is calculated (thus making it a no-penalty final).

Tentative Lecture Schedule
	Week
	Topic(s)/ Text Chapter
	Important Notes

	Jan 11
	Chap 6: Substitution Reactions of Alkyl Halides (con’t)
	

	Jan 18
	Chapter 6 (con’t)
	Jan 18: MLK Day, No Class

	Jan 25
	Chap 6 (con’t): Chapter 7: Structure and Synthesis of Alkenes
	

	Feb 1
	Chap 7: Structure and Synthesis of Alkenes
	

	Feb 8
	Chap 7 (con’t)/ Chap 8, Reactions of Alkenes
	Exam 1, Feb 12: Chap 6,7

	Feb 15
	Chap 8 (con’t)
	

	Feb 22
	Chap 10: Structure and Synthesis of Alcohols
	

	March 1
	Chapter 10(con’t)/ Chap 11: Reactions of Alcohols
	

	March 8
	Chap 11 (con’t)
	Exam 2, March 12: remaining Chap 7, 8, 10, portions of 11

	March 15
	SPRING BREAK
	NO CLASS

	March 22
	Chap 16: Aromatic Compounds
	

	March 29
	Chapter 16 (con’t)
	

	April 5
	Chapter 17: Reactions of Aromatic Compounds
	

	April 12
	Chapter 17 (con’t)
	

	April 19
	Chapter 18: Aldehydes and Ketones
	

	April 26
	Chap 18 (con’t)
	Exam 3: April 28, portions Chap 11, 16, 17, portions 18

May 3, Last Day of Class


Course Policies:  

1) Attendance:  
a. Your regular attendance is vital to this course.  There is a direct correlation to performance in this class and regular class attendance.

b. Skipping classes will put you behind in the course material and very likely result in a lower grade.  Therefore, don’t miss class.  

c. Get the most out of your investment…don’t miss class.


2) Course Material:

a. We will attempt to follow the lecture schedule as closely as possible.

b. However, there is a great deal of information that must be covered.

c. I will most likely not cover every section of the assigned chapters.

d. However, I will frequently make you responsible for chapter topics/sections and I will not cover this material in class.  

e. Obviously, I will entertain any questions about this material during office hours and any recitation sessions

3) Late Work:  
a. The due date for all homework/problem sets/other assignments will be listed on the assignment. 

b. Absolutely all assigned work must be completed by the indicated due date and turned in at the beginning of class. 

c. Any assignment submitted by email will NOT be accepted.
d. NO late homework assignments will be accepted for any reason.

e. The only acceptable excuse for a missed problem set/other assignment is an illness/acute familial crisis/court date.  If something like this comes up, you must follow the following procedure:

· Inform me (via email, phone call, contact through the SSH departmental office) within 48 hours of the due date listed on the assignment.  

· Documentation (doctor’s note, letter from attorney, etc) will then be required and must be submitted to me for consideration.

· If these requirements are followed accommodation will be granted and a makeup/additional assignment time will be decided upon.
· Again, you must inform me within 48 h for an excuse to be considered. If I am informed after 48 hours then no excuse will be considered and the result shown in part f (below) will come into effect.

· Also, if you fail to provide adequate documentation for the excuse to be considered, no consideration will be given and the result in part f (below) will come into effect.
f. If this procedure is not followed (I am not informed within 48 h, improper or no documentation supplied), no accommodation will be given and you will suffer a 10% daily grade penalty for the late assignment.

g. These procedures will be rigorously enforced.  

h. The best way to avoid any of this is to turn your assignments in on time.  Also, if you feel that you may be absent from a class where an assignment is due, you may turn the assignment in early or arrange for a classmate to turn it in on time.
4) Missed Exams:  
a. Exams must not be missed.  

b. The only acceptable excuses for a missed exam are the same excuses listed in section #3 above.  
c. In this case, the same procedure for an excused absence (as shown in section #3 above) must be followed. 
d. If this procedure (shown in section #3 above) is not followed, no accommodation will be given and you will receive a zero on the missed exam.

e. These procedures will be rigorously enforced.  

f. The best way to avoid any of this is to take your exam on time. 
5) Student Responsibilities:
      a. To attend class and learn the course material

      b. To receive/obtain any handouts and distributed course assignments

c. To turn in all course assignments on the due date indicated on the assignment

d. To follow course procedures (as outlined in this document) as they pertain to missed assignment due dates and exams

e) To keep track of assignments submitted and graded assignments received back

f) To keep informed of any course policy changes, special assignments, help/review session offerings, and so forth

g) To obtain tutoring help either from myself or the Learning & Advising Center
6) Tardiness: 
a. Being late to class disrupts the lecture and will not be tolerated.  

b. Be respectful of me and your fellow students: show up on time.  

c. If tardiness becomes an issue, after 2 warnings I may elect to subtract points from your hour exams.

7) Email Etiquette:
a. I’m not your facebook friend or the like.  If you wish to correspond with me using email, you must use the appropriate, professional style.  In addition, when you enter the workforce this will be expected.  

b. Example style:

Dr. Milkevitch:


Could I make an appointment with you for some extra help with stereochemistry?  I am available on TR from 1-3:30 pm.  Please let me know.

Thank you,

Jane Doe

c.  If you do not use the appropriate style, then your email will be deleted and not responded to.
8) Student Code of Conduct:  The faculty of Philadelphia University takes academic integrity seriously.  Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated, and students violating the University’s Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to appropriate sanctions.  Plagiarism on any written assignments will not be tolerated.  You may turn in only your own work and homework assignments (unless otherwise informed), and any references that you use must be documented appropriately.  Cheating on exams will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade and will be reported.  The student is highly advised to read the Student Code of Conduct as it appears in the Student Handbook for Philadelphia University, or visit the website www.philau.edu/learning.
Academic Support Services:

Gutman Library (www.philau.edu/library)

The home page of the Gutman Library provides students with a variety of information resources, including databases and research guides. Librarians are available online and in person at the information desk to help students with research.

The Learning and Advising Center ( www.philau.edu/learning) 

The Learning and Advising Center provides one-on-one tutoring assistance for writing, study strategies, test taking, and specific Philadelphia University courses. To make a tutoring appointment, students should stop by the Learning and Advising Center in Haggar Hall or call (215) 951-2799. Academic resources, including information on citation and documentation, note taking, and study strategies are available on the Center’s website. 
Technology assistance (http://www.philau.edu/OIT/)

For assistance with technology issues, students should contact the Technology Help Desk at (215) 951-4648 or send an email to helpdesk@philau.edu.  General purpose computing facilities are available in Search Hall and Gutman Library.

Some Advice on Success in Organic Chemistry
Organic Chemistry is a very demanding and challenging course for the student. It may be the hardest class you ever take.  A combination of two things makes this true:  1) a large amount of material must be learned and 2) this material is of a highly intellectual nature. Below are some thoughts on how to do well in this course.

1) Stay Current with the Material.  
· This course is highly cumulative.  
· This course is extremely important to your scientific career. Therefore, treat it as such by giving it priority time.
· The sequence of concepts is important.  What is introduced in the beginning will be used and expanded upon later in the course.  You can count on this. 

· Be responsible about your education. Don’t let things slide.  Review all lecture material the day it is presented.
· If you don’t understand something, get your questions answered as early as possible (see comment below about questions).

· Understand that class time is often not the best for asking questions.  We are on a strict schedule so short questions are the only type of questions that will be addressed during lecture.  If you have more extensive questions or need help, seek assistance from me during office hours (to include making an appointment) or during the recitation session.
· Study the material each day, according to your own needs. This will help you later on as you do problem sets and study for exams. 
· If you fail to keep current, the amount of material will accumulate rapidly and soon you will be lost. Catching up will therefore become a major challenge, one that you will probably not be able to accomplish.
· Be aware that if you come to me 2 days before the exam and state that you are completely lost and need help, you will find that I will not be very willing to help you.  In other words, be responsible and serious about your education and seek help in a timely fashion.
2) Attend all classes and take detailed notes. 
· There is a correlation between class attendance and success in the course.  Therefore, missing class is not to your benefit. 

· I generally work from the blackboard, presenting material in outline form.  

· I am a believer in kinestatic learning. Copying this material into your notes will give you a structured outline of the course material and allow it to begin “seeping” into your brain.

3) Practice the course material.
· There is also a correlation between success in the course and the amount of time you study/read the textbook and do practice problems. 

· I expect you to read the textbook.  You purchased it (it’s not cheap) so get your money out of it and use it.

· Organic chemistry is highly visual and involves thought processes that you must develop.  Actually, the amount of mathematics in this course is minimal. 
· Therefore, due to the highly visual nature of organic chemistry, you cannot understand any concept unless you work problems. 
· I would highly advise working all the problems in the chapters we go over, along with the weekly homework assignments and problem sets. 

· Don’t just work the problems once.  Work them so many times you can almost do them in your sleep.  

· Don’t expect to do well in this course if you just do the assignments I give you.   In other words, read & study the book, and do lots of problems.
4) Network with your classmates. 
· Get to know your classmates and form study groups.

· Working with others can enhance learning.  A member of your study group may be able to clear up a concept for you.  Also, explaining a concept to a group member can provide you with additional insight into the material. 

· Be careful though.  Do not be lulled into a false sense of security.  Make sure you understand all concepts on an individual basis prior to an exam.  

· If you choose to work in a group, make sure you are a “good citizen,” meaning do your share and contribute to the group.

· Obviously, this advice will not work for everyone since some people prefer to study alone. 

5) Make the most of the resources available to you.  
· Realize that class time is not best time to ask questions.  We have a limited amount of lecture time and a lot of material to go over.  I will therefore take only short questions during lecture.  Any others can be more properly addressed during office hours and recitation sessions.
· Also realize that email is not the best medium in which to ask questions.  Organic chemistry is highly visual, making it difficult to answer questions using only words. 
· Take advantage of what time I offer you to answer your questions:

a. office hours

b. review sessions

c. recitation sessions

d. “free” time during lab

e. open door policy

f. remember you can make an appointment!

· Take advantage of free tutors in the Learning Center.

· If the course does not seem to be going well, please contact me immediately and seek help. Remember; be responsible about your education.
· It is your responsibility to learn the course material…not mine.
6) Stay involved and keep a positive attitude.  
· Perseverance will be an important key to success in this course.   
· Whining won’t help you and won’t get my attention.  To be honest, it really does not make me receptive to anything you have to say.
· Do your problems and get the help you need.  This is the best advice.
